
Welcome to Fife Centre for Equalities e-bulletin
February 2017

Dear <<First Name>>,

February is here and the days are (slowly) getting longer which is something to

celebrate. As is the fact we have launched our new website! We're excited and

we hope you are too. At this stage, we're still adding features but have a look,

we'd love to hear what you think of it.

This month there has been some good news for wheelchair users, with a

welcome Supreme Court ruling prioritising wheelchair space on buses. If you're

disabled and have had a problem with public transport in Fife, let us

know. Finally, check out what we've been up to the past month and just a wee

reminder that we're looking for volunteers to help promote our work throughout

Fife. 
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Sexual Abuse and Sexual Violence

Awareness Week - 6 to 12

February

The week was established to give an

opportunity for the general public,

statutory and third sector

organisations to participate in a

discussion about sexual abuse and

sexual violence. During the week

people raise awareness and look at

how to prevent it.

Random Act of Kindness Day - 17

February 

It is celebrated by individuals, groups

and organisations, nationwide, to

encourage acts of kindness. It is a

favorite day to many, as people

everywhere are enjoying doing these

acts of kindness.

World Thinking Day - 16 January

Celebrated since 1926, World

Thinking Day is a day of international

friendship, speaking out on issues

that affect girls and young women.

The day was originally developed by

Girl Guides who believe that every

girl should have the chance to grow,

learn and reach her potential.  

International Mother Language

Day - 21 February

The day promotes awareness of

linguistic and cultural diversity as

well as multilingualism and peace. It

was first announced by UNESCO

in 1999. The theme this year

is "Towards Sustainable Futures

through Multilingual Education." 
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Fairtrade Fortnight - 27 January to

12 March

Fairtrade Fortnight is two weeks of

promoting the benefits of fairtrade

produce. The concept was pioneered

by the Fairtrade Foundation in the

United Kingdom, initially held in 1997

in Scotland.

LGBT History Month

This year's theme is Citizenship,

PSHE and Law with the overall aim

to promote equality and diversity for

the benefit of the public. Visit here to

find events happening near you.

Our Activities & News

Scotland’s Conversation on National Outcomes – with Carnegie UK

Fife Centre for Equalities (FCE) and Carnegie UK hosted on Thursday 26

January a conversation on the values and aspirations of the people of

Scotland. It was a really engaged workshop where participants pitched in

several viewpoints about what would matter most for the future and how to
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bring about a more equal and just society.

Several ideas were discussed including getting right what values are taught at

school; to the future of jobs, ageing populations;  making sure inclusion and

accessibility are built-in the environment. We also discussed diversity, e.g. that

is not just ‘ok to be different’ but that having diverse communities brings more

value to all the people of Scotland.

FCE sees events as these as essential for building a community of individuals

who hear and express a range of viewpoints and able to influence public as a

collective voice for diversity

Basic Income: Real Social Security Event in Kelty

Fife Centre for Equalities (FCE) attended the Citizen’s Basic Income Network

Scotland (CBINS) in Kelty on 28 January. Fife Council, as follow up of the

Fairer Fife Commission, is leading the UK in proposing to run a pilot of the

Citizen's Basic Income Scheme.

This scheme would be a radical change from the benefits system we have at

the moment and with the Basic Income (or Citizen’s Income, as it is also

known), every citizen is given a set amount of money every month. It is non-

selective and universal. It is proposed along with tax for the wealthier in society

so as to make it redistributive. The scheme would directly tackle poverty and

inequality and remove the ‘benefit trap’; it is currently best tested in Finland.
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Speakers at the event included Pr Karl Widerquist, Willie Sullivan and Maddie

Halliday (CBINS) and Paul Vaughn (Fife Council). The project also gathered

cross-party support from Alex Rowley MSP, Dave Dempsey, Cllr Lesley Laird,

Ronny Cowan and Maggie Chapman. The next steps discussed were the

issues and workaround of running the pilot – with the main aim being able to

find out its impact on inequality and poverty.

Homeless banquet hosted by Kirkcaldy mosque

FCE attended a lovely event organised by three homeless charities in Fife,

including Frontline Fife, and hosted at the local mosque in Kirkcaldy. The

mosque provided lots of fantastic food for the VIP guests - the homeless people

of the town. The event brought together many different sections of the

community  to exchange friendship and break down cultural barriers. 

Supreme Court update

Wheelchair spaces on buses must be a priority, court rules

Bus companies must end ‘first come, first served’ policies, and do more to give

priority to wheelchair users after a landmark Supreme Court ruling last month.

The case of Paulley vs FirstGroup plc, backed by the Equality and Human

Rights Commission, will mean wheelchair users should be given priority for
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wheelchair spaces on buses. Bus companies should have clear policies in

place and give training to drivers to remove the barriers wheelchair users face

when using buses.

You Said, We Did

Nurturing Equality Networkers

FCE is providing a range of opportunities to enable people of all ages and

abilities to be involved in equality work. This is in response to individuals telling

us that they are uncertain how to engage with the wider public on issues that

affect a particular section of our community. If you are interested in working with

FCE, please visit our new website.

What's On

FCE Training and Events

Out and About: Reviewing #AccessibleFife

Friday, 3 February, 11:00 to 13:15

Homelands Trust, Paxton Centre, 14a Links Rd, Lundin Links, Leven KY8 6AT

Inclusive Communication

Thursday 23 February 2017, 10:00 to 14:00

Kinghorn Community Centre, Rossland Place, Kinghorn KY3 9SS

Talking to Young People about Equality

Thursday 23 March 2017, 18:00 to 21:00

Venue: Cluny Clays, By Kirkcaldy, CLUNY KY2 6QU

Across Fife

Supporting Low Income Households to Manage Welfare Benefit Changes

Tuesday 07 February, 09:30 - 16:30

The Bay Hotel, Pettycur Bay, Burntisland Road, Kinghorn, KY3 9YE

Improving Health for Adults with Learning Disabilities
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Tuesday 14 February, 09:30 - 16:30

Cameron Hospital, Cameron Bridge, Windygates, KY8 5RR

FVAWP - Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) Seminar

Wednesday 01 March, 14:00 - 16:00

Bankhead Central, Bankhead Park, Glenrothes, KY7 6GH

Events

Fife LGBT Support Programme - LGBT History Month Concert, Kirkcaldy

LGBT Health and Wellbeing are delighted to welcome the wonderful Edinburgh

Gay Men's Chorus to Fife on Sunday 19 February 2017, 2.15pm - 4.00pm,

at The Old Kirk, Kirk Wynd, Kirkcaldy, KY1 1EH. This is the first concert for

the Chorus outside Edinburgh so join in to give them a warm reception and

have an afternoon of fantastic music and celebration for LGBT History month.

Contact Diane on the detailed provided for more information. 

Open Secret's brand launch event - Wellbeing Scotland

Open Secret, a charity supporting survivors of child sexual abuse, invites

you to join them as they begin the next step of their journey with the launch of

their new brand, Wellbeing Scotland. The event will be held on Monday 27

February 2017 at 1pm at Leapark Hotel, 130 Bo, Grangemouth, FK3 9BX. A

free buffet lunch will be provided for all attendees. Please register before

attending.

Funding

Health inequalities funding for third sector initiatives in Fife - Deadline 13

February 2017

The Vegetarian Society – National Vegetarian Week Grants - Deadline 26

February 2017

Comic Relief Grants Programme “Levelling the Field” - Deadline 16 March 2017
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Consultations

Land Rights and Responsibilities Statement

A consultation on the Land Rights and Responsibilities Statement, which is a

set of principles with an overarching vision that will guide the development of

public policy on the nature and character of land rights and responsibilities in

Scotland. To give your opinion, click here.

Draft Gender Representation on Public Boards (Scotland) Bill

The consultation seeks views on the practical application of the Scottish

Government’s draft Gender Representation on Public Boards (Scotland) Bill

provisions. It also offers consultees an opportunity to offer views on how the Bill

might be strengthened.The purpose of the Gender Representation on Public

Boards (Scotland) Bill is to redress gender imbalances on the boards of public

bodies. To give your opinion, click here.

Views sought on social security from hard to reach communities 

Parts of the social security system are being devolved to Scotland, including

disability and carers’ benefits. The Health and Social Care Alliance has been

commissioned by the Scottish Government to gather the views of people from

‘seldom heard’ groups on what a new social security assessment process

should look like.  To give your opinion, click here.

Vacancies & Opportunities

Fife Carers Centre - Carer Support Worker (Hospital) - Pilot Project - Deadline

07 February 2017 

Disabled Persons Housing Service (Fife) - Self Directed Support Volunteer

Coordinator - Deadline 08 February 2017

Cottage Family Care - Dads' Project Worker - Deadline 10 February 2017

FCE Boards of Directors Recruitment

Working with partners, Fife Centre for Equalities (FCE) is helping to develop

more inclusive and responsive services for people in Fife and is working to

build a positive picture of Fife's modern and diverse population.

We are now recruiting suitably skilled people to join the Board to help deliver
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the vision that all Fifers are inspired and enabled to take action that makes Fife

a more equal, fairer place to live, work, and study.

If you are passionate about equality, diversity, inclusion, and social justice, then

this could be the volunteering role you've been looking for.

Applicants should have a passion and commitment to supporting both the

vision and the mission, along with the ability to provide strong governance and

direction to ensure the delivery of our objectives.

These Director positions are voluntary, however, out-of-pocket expenses will be

met.

If you wish to make a difference, please visit this webpage for further

information and click here for a Trustee recruitment pack. 

Partners' Activities & News

Health Promotion Workplace Team Survey

The Fife Health Promotion Workplace Team (previously Healthy Working

Lives) are currently reviewing their workplan for 2017 and are looking for the

views of employers in Fife to ensure they continue to meet the needs of local

workplaces. They would be grateful if you could take a few minutes to complete

their survey which can be accessed by clicking here. The survey will be open

until Friday 10 February 2017 so please respond before this date. They

appreciate all your feedback to help them plan for the year ahead.

Asset Transfer under Community Empowerment Act in force

The asset transfer section of the Community Empowerment Act (Scotland)

2015 came into force on Monday 23 January 2017. This allows community-led

organisations to request to buy, lease or use any land or buildings belonging to

local councils, Scottish Ministers, and a range of other public bodies. They must

show how they will use the land to benefit the community. Requests must be

agreed unless there are reasonable grounds for refusal. Links to all documents

and legislation are available by clicking here.
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Word of the Month

Gender reassignment

Meaning: Gender reassignment is the process by which the appearance of a

person’s gender is changed. It is a personal/social process that sometimes also

involves gender reassignment surgery. The Equality Act defines a transgender

person or trans person as a person whose gender identity differs from the

gender that was assigned at birth.
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